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Custom,  no  less  than  law,  rentiers  a  report  of  the  procecdinps  of  the 
Collciic  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Lower  Canada  necessary ;  and 
the  retiring  officers  have  the  honor  therefore  to  lay  before  its  members, 
the  following  details  ot  its  doings  for  the  past  three  years  fnr  tlu'ir  in- 
formation, being  the 

SIXTH  TRIENNIAL  REPORT. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  Melbourne,  E.  T.,  on  the  9th  July,  1862, 
thirty-six  (36)  members  of  the  College  were  present,  representing  seven- 
teen (17)  proxies,  composing  in  all  fifty-three  (53)  votes;  when  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  result  of  the  election  for  the  current  three  years,  of  the 

BOARD    OF    GOVERNORS. 

For  the  city  of  Quebec — Drs.  R.  H.  Russell,  William  Marsden,  J.  G. 
Fremont,  0.  Robitaille,  J.  E.  J.  Landry,  P.  0.  Tessier,  H.  Blanchet, 
A.  Jackson. 

For  the  District  of  Quebec. — Drs.  A.  Von  Iffland,  L.  Tetu,  Jos.  Mar- 
met,  E.  Boiidreau,  A.  T.  Michaud,  William  W.  Forrest,  T.  Charest. 

For  the  City  of  Montreal— Drs.  H.  T.  Peltier,  T.  W.  Jones,  P.  A. 
C.  Munro,  W.  E.  Scott,  Louis  Boyer,  Vrilliam  Sutherland,  E.  Robillard, 
R.  P.  Howard. 

For  the  District  of  '^ J ontreal. — Drs.  C.  Smallwood,  R.  C.  Weilbrenner, 
Joseph  S.  Brigham,  F.  Z.  Tasse,  Joseph  Chanibcrlin,  M.  Turcot,  S.  S. 
Foster. 

For  the  District  of  St.  Francis.— Drs.  M.  S.  Glines,  F.  G.  Gilbert, 
J.  B.  Johnson. 

For  the  District  of  Three  Rivers. — Drs.  A.  G.  Fenwick,  Joseph  Smith, 
and  Edouard  Chevrefils. 

On  the  result  of  the  ballot  being  declared,  the  public  meeting  ad- 
journed ;  and  the  newly  elected  Governors  met  to  elect  their  officers.  Dr. 
Hall,  the  late  president,  having  returned  thanks  in  a  neat  and  appropriate 
speech,  acknowledging  the  uniform  and  cordial  support  which  the  college 
had  ever  extended  to  him  in   the  chair,  and  claimed  the  same  for  his  sue- 


cesser.  He  called  Dr.  R.  H.  Eussell  to  the  chair  pro  tem,  and  proceeded 
to  elect  a  president,  when  there  being  a  large  majority  of  votes  in  favor 
of  Dr.  Marsden,  that  gentleman  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  president 
and  took  the  chair  ;  Dr.  Yon  Iffland  was  also  elected  vice-president  for 
the  District  of  Quebec  for  the  second  time  by  a  large  majority  of  votes. 
The  vote  for  vice-president  for  the  District  of  Montreal  was  equal  between 
Drs.  Munro,  Scott, 'and  Sutherland,  when  the  president  being  called  upon 
to  give  his  casting  vote  decided  in  favour  of  Dr.  Sutherland,  who  however 
declined  the  honour ;  whereupon  the  President  refused  to  exorcise  his  priv- 
ilege a  second  time,  and  called  upon  the  meeting  for  a  new  ballot,  which 
resulted  in  the  election  of  Dr.  Scott,  for  vice-presidentfor  the  District  of 
Montreal. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Russell  was  elected  secretary  for  Quebec,  and  Dr.  H.  T- 
Peltier  re-elected  secretary  for  the  fourth  time  for  Montreal. 

Dr.  T .  W.  Jones  was  unanimously  re-elected  registrar  and  treasurer, 
also  for  the  fourth  time. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  college  held  in  Quebec,  on  the  14th 
October,  1862,  after  the  minutes  of  the  triennial  meeting  of  the  9th  July 
last  had  been  corrected  and  adopted.  Dr.  Russell,  the  secretary  for 
Quebec,  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Governors  to  the  fact,  that 
anion*'  the  candidates  for  examination  for  license  to  practice,  there  were 
several  who  could  not  produce  certificates  that  they  had  pursued  their 
studies  uninterruptedly  during  a  period  of  four  years,  as  required  by  law  ; 
when  it  was  unanimously  resolved  on  motion  ;  "  That  a  special  certificate 
shall  be  exacted  from  all  candidates  for  license,  shewing  that  the  four 
years  of  uninterrupted  study  required  by  law  has  been  completed,  the 
certificate  to  be  signed  by  the  secretary  of  the  school  or  institution  where 
the  candidate  has  studied ;  provided  always,  that  such  as  commence  their 
studies  from  this  date,  shall  be  held  to  produce  a  regular  indenture 
(Brevet)  in  conformity  with  the  statute  ;  the  resolution  of  the  board 
passed  on  the  10th  May,  1853,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  it  being 

illegal. 

An  address  of  condolence  to  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen 
on  the  occasion  of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  decease  of  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Albert,  eminent  alike  in  the  position  he  assumed  in  the 
advancement  of  the  arts  and  the  promotion  of  science,  was  adopted  at  thi 
last  meeting  of  the  college  before  the  election  of  the  present  governors : 
and  was  transmitted  through  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  tc 
Her  Majesty.  On  the  31st  of  July  following,  a  gracious  reply  was 
received  stating  that  "  Her  Majesty  derived  much  satisfaction  from  the 
expression  of  sympathy  and  attachment  to  Her  Throne  and  person  con- 
tained in  the  address." 
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At  the  first  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  governors,  the  pre- 
sident refused  to  sign  tlie  licences  of  chemists,  druggists  and  apothe- 
caries, alleging  that  he  had  taken  a  legal  opinion  on  the  subject,  and 
that  the  college  had  no  legal  control  over  that  class  of  persons,  and  his 
signing  would  consequently  be  an  illegal  act,  and  lead  to  endless  confu- 
sion ;  when  it  was  resolved  "  that  the  president,  vice  presidents  and 
Secretaries  do  form  a  committee,  to  frame  additions  and  amendments  to 
the  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  to  be  submitted  for  ap})roval  at 
the  next  triennial  meeting;  and  to  revise  and  consolidate  them  ;  and  to 
consult  counsel  if  necessary,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  legal  position  of 
chemists,  druggists  and  apothecaries. 

The  result  of  that  opinion  was,  that  the  college  had  no  legal  control 
■whatever  over  apothecaries,  and  that  the  licenses  granted  to  them  were 
of  no  more  value  than  so  much  waste  paper ;  no  by-law  having  been 
adopted  by  the  college  to  regulate  the  study  of  pharmacy ;  and  the  Act 
12  Vic.  Chap.  52,  not  having  repealed  so  much  of  the  Ordnance  Geo.  3, 
Chap.  28,  as  related  to  apothecaries,  the  college  had  therefore  no  power 
either  to  examine  or  license  them.  Under  these  circumstances  the  pre- 
sident applied  for,  and  obtained  from  the  executive,  a  commission  appoint- 
ing the  Board  of  Governors  the  examining  board  quoad  apothecaries, 
dated  5th  September,  1863,  until  the  act  could  be  amended;  and  by  his 
continued  and  persevering  efforts,  a  bill  was  passed  through  the  Legisla- 
ture which  repealed,  Chap.  71,  Sec.  16,  of  the  Consolidated  Statutes  for 
Lower  Canada,  and  legalized  the  licences  to  sell  and  distribute  medicines 
by  retail  in  Lower  Canada,  which  had  been  granted  in  ignorance  of  the 
law  by  the  Provincial  Medical  Board,  and  which  also  brought  the 
chemists,  druggists  and  apothecaries  under  the  legal  control  of  the 
college. 

The  college  has  to  acknowledge  its  obligations  to  F.  Z.  Tasse,  M.P.P., 
one  of  the  governors  of  the  college,  for  his  valuable  aid  in  carrying 
through  that  bill. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  inform  the  college  that  in  consequence 
of  the  chemists,  druggists  and  apothecaries  not  being  incorporated  with 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  as  originally  intended,  by  the 
framers  of  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  a  by-law  to  regulate  the  study  of 
pharmacy  was  not  adopted  at  that  time ;  but  as  the  Act  just  referred  to, 
now  brings  them  under  the  control  of  the  college,  a  by-law  has  been 
prepared  for  your  consideration  which  is  embodied  among  the  codified 
by-laws  herewith  submitted  for  your  approval.  A  by-law  has  also 
been  prepared  to  enforce  systematic  enregistration,  for  which  the  Act  of 


Incorporation  provides  ;  and  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the 
public  from  the  encroachments  of  unlicensed  practitioners. 

It  is  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the  college  to  the  fact,  that  the  by- 
law affecting  persons  possessing  medical  degrees  or  diplomas  obtained  in 
■'  Universities  or  Colleges  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions,"  and  entitled  to 
license  without  examination,  is  illegal,  and  requires  amendment;  as  no 
By-law  can  have  the  force  of  law,  that  is  not  in  exact  conformity  with  the 
act  itself  It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  college  of  the  10th  October,  IS-iS,  that  Dr.  Arnoldi,  then 
president  of  the  college,  laid  before  the  meeting  a  letter  received  from  the 
provincial  secretary  on  this  very  subject,  informing  him  "  that  the  by- 
laws would  be  sanctioned  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  General,  "  If 
three  clauses  contrary  to  the  Act  and  illegal  were  struck  out  /"  one  of  which 
was  the  clause  in  question.  The  other  two  clauses  referred  to,  were  struck 
out,  but  strange  to  say,  this  one  was  allowed  to  stand,  notwithstanding 
its  illegality,  and  the.  by-laws  are  sanctioned  in  these  ambiguous  terms 
"  I  have  perused  and  examined  the  by-laws  hereunto  affixed,  and  the 
"  same  as  far  as  J  lawfully  may,  I  do  by  these  presents  approve  and  allow." 
Some  misunderstanding  having  occurred  in  reference  to  the  fees  attached 
to  the  office  of  registrar  and  treasurer,  a  committee  composed  0/  Drs. 
Chamberlain  and  Smallwood,  was  named  to  investigate  the  matter,  and 
resulted  in  establishing  the  fact  that,  that  officer  was  not  sufficiently  paid  ; 
and  recommending  that  in  futilre  the  treasurer  receive  two  shillings  and 
sixpence  as  registration  fee,  as  prescribed  by  the  by-law ;  and  that  he 
should  be  further  allowed  as  much  as  would  be  required  to  complete  the 
sum  of  fifty  dollars  annually,  from  the  funds  of  the  College  ;  if  the  Re- 
"istration  fees  do  not  amount  to  that  figure  ;  and,  if  on  the  other  hand 
they  exceed  that  sum,  the  surplus  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  college ; 
which  motion  was  adopted. 

The  president  called  the  attention  of  the  college  to  the  fact,  that 
the  law  contemplates  and  provides  for  the  keeping  of  two  separate  sets 
of  accounts  having  distinct  and  specific  objects;  and,  that  only  one 
common  account  has  hitherto  been  kept.  A  committee  was  there- 
fore named  to  examine  and  report ;  and  it  was  thereafter  resolved, 
that  in  future,  the  funds  of  the  college  shall  be  kept  in  two  separate  ac- 
counts the  one  formed  of  all  sums  accruing  from  candidates'  licenses, 
which  shall  go  towards  paying  the  travelling  expenses  of  governors  of 
the  college  during  the  semi-annual  meetings  as  far  as  it  will  go ;  and 
the  other  from  all  other  sources  whatsoever,  to  form  the  general  fund  of  the 
college  fur  all  purposes  connected  with  its  management,  &c. 

Among  the  subjects  that  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  college,  is 


one  for  the  formation  of  a  medical  relief  fund ;  and  another,  for  the  for- 
mation of  fellowship,  or  for  the  conferring  of  honorary  degrees ;  reports 
on  each  of  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

Among  the  most  important  matters  that  have  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  college,  is  one  suggesting  the  changing  the  system  of  examinations  of 
candidates  for  the  practice  of  medicine  ;  of  ■which,  past  experience  has 
demonstrated  the  absolute  necessity.  The  following  is  the  plan  sug- 
gested:— 

"  That  in  future  the  examinations  for  the  licenses  of  the  College  of  Phy. 
sicians  and  Surgeons  of  Lower  Canada  shall  be  conducted  in  writing,  and 
to  that  end,  three  governors  shall  be  nominated,  at  the  first  regular 
meeting  after  the  triennial  meetings,  examiners  on  each  of  the  following 
subjects,  a  diflferent  three  for  each  subject ;  viz. — Anatomy,  Chemistry, 
Materia  Medica,  Institutes  of  Medicine,  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine, Surgery  and  Midwifery.  And  two  governors  shall  be  nominated  exam- 
iners, a  diiFerent  two  on  each  subject,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Botany. 
That  three  questions  upon  each  of  the  subjects  shall  be  proposed  to 
each  candidate,  except  in  case  of  medical  jurisprudence  and  botany,  upon 
each  of  which,  two  questions  shall  be  sufficient.  Three  hours  shall  be 
allowed  for  the  written  examination." 

"  The  examiners  shall  have  the  option  of  interrogating  the  candidates 
upon  their  written  answers,  when  it  may  be  thought  necessary." 

"  The  candidates  shall  attach  a  motto  instead  of  their  real  name." 

"  The  proposed  change  will  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
new  board  of  governors,  and  will,  if  adopted,  save  much  valuable  time 
both  to  the  examiners  and  the  candidates,  besides  forming  a  more  reliable 
and  honorable  test  of  qualification.  The  time  thus  saved  to  the  exami- 
ner could  be  more  profitably  devoted  to  the  general  affairs  of  the  college, 
which  under  the  present  imperfect  system,  are  too  often  carried  through 
in  a  very  imperfect  manner,  or  postponed  from  time  to  time, — or  left  to 
be  performed  by  a  very  small  meeting. 

A  bill,  which  your  president  was  requested  to  watch  in  its  progress 
through  Parliament,  passed  the  Legislature  in  1863,  authorizing  Elijah 
Rowell  and  Thomas  Merrill  Prime  to  present  themselves  before  the 
board  of  examiners  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Lower 
Canada,  "  without  any  further  course  of  study,  for  examination,  and 
license."  The  former  presented  himself  at  the  May  meeting  of  1864,  and 
the  latter  at  that  of  1865.  Both  were  examined  and  found  qualified, 
and  received  their  licenses  accordingly. 

Repeated  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  college  to  suppress  quackery 


by  prosecutions  against  persons  practising  medicine  without  license,  but 
they  have  always  hitherto  resulted  in  defeat  and  cost  to  the  college  ;  but 
it  is  satisfactory  to  say,  that  it  has  at  length  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
conviction  with  costs,  against  one  Ouellet,  who  was  practising  without 
license  at  Lotbiniere.  The  amount  of  the  fine,  £5,  has  been  paid  into 
the  funds  of  the  college  by  the  president.  The  cause  of  failure  in  the 
former  instances  is  entirely  attributable  to  the  want  of  sufficient  legal 
evidence;  and  the  board  is  of  opinion,  that  if  proper  evidence  had  been 
produced,  that  is,  two  witnesses  to  the  same  fact,  conviction  would  have 
followed  all  these  actions.  In  this  case,  the  president  refused  to  give  the 
authority  of  the  college  with  which  he  was  invested  for  the  purpose  of 
prosecuting  in  its  name,  until  he  had  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the 
evidence  to  be  produced ;  and  the  Board  respectfully  recommends  that 
a  similar  course  be  adopted  in  like  cases  when  they  occur. 

The  last  triennial  report  alludes  to  the  misinterpretation  of  the  law  in 
reference  to  the  validity  of  your  licenses  "  ad  practicandum  "  in  Upper 
Canada ;  and  contains  some  strictures  upon  the  action  of  the  attorneys 
general.  West  and  East,  and  the  result  of  the  correspondence  of  the  col- 
lege with  these  honourable  gentlemen  is  summed  up  thus :  "  These  officers 
did  not  feel  themselves  bound  either  to  prosecute  for,  or  give  opinions  on 
the  construction  of  the  law  to  corporate  bodies,  but  that  they  think  it 
the  better  course  to  have  corporations  or  individuals  to  prosecute  their 
own  cases,  and  that  if  this  be  done  in  reference  to  the  disputed  point,  the 
courts  of  law  must  decide  in  favour  of  the  value  of  the  college  licences, 
with  costs." 

The  case  of  Dr.  Cruikshank  alluded  to  in  that  report  was  not  pushed 
to  a  final  issue,  but  that  of  Dr.  Shaver  resulted  in  a  decision  of  the  Courts 
of  law  of  Upper  Canada,  affirming  that  a  license  obtained  in  one  province, 
entitles  the  bearer  to  practise  in  the  sister  province  without  examination, 
under  the  4th  and  5th  Vic.  Chap.  41,  but  subject  to  the  laws  to  which 
other  practitioners  are  liable,  in  the  portion  of  the  province  in  which  he 
shall  practice. 

Whilst  on  this  subject,  it  is  only  just  to  acknowledge  the  prompt  and 
willing  co-operation,  aid  and  counsel  of  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  in  aU 
that  relates  to  the  affairs  of  the  college  during  the  past  three  years,  through 
successive  and  changing  administrations ;  and  especially  of  the  Hon- 
John  A.  McDonald,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sicotte,  the  Hon.  J.  S.  McDonald, 
and  the  Hon.  Messrs.  Abbott  and  Huntingdon. 

A  strange  anomaly  exists  in  the  law  regulating  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, surgery  and  midwifery  that  extends  through  every  act  regulating 
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the  same,  and  which  calls  for  amendment.  By  the  Act  of  Incorporation 
of  this  College  the  license  of  the  board  of  examiners  under  the  by-laws, 
entitles  the  bearer  to  practice  physic,  surgery  and  midwifery ;  whereas 
the  law  permits  the  bearer  of  a  degree  or  diploma,  from  universities  or 
colleges,  in  Iler  Majesty's  dominions,  to  practice  physic,  or  surgery,  or 
midwifery,  and  to  obtain  a  license  from  the  board  as  a  general  practi- 
tioner without  examination,  which  license  the  board  is  bound  to  grant; 
thus  according  a  higher  qualilication  to  the  bearer  than  he  possessed  in 
the  place  where  the  diploma  was  granted ;  and,  on  easier  terms,  and  with 
more  slender  qualifications  than  are  exacted  from  Canadian  students. 
This  state  of  things  is  most  unsatisfactory,  and  has  repeatedly  led  to  op- 
posite and  contradictory  results,  the  college  in  some  cases,  having  ac- 
cepted the  diploma  of  the  college  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  London,  or 
Dublin  as  a  legal  qualification,  under  oath,  and  in  others,  refused  it ;  and 
(although  contrary  to  law,)  the  candidates,  in  many  such  cases,  have  sub* 
mitted  to  examination  on  the  branches  of  the  profession  not  included  in 
the  diploma,  and  were  found  to  be  far  below  the  professional  standard  of 
our  own  students,  and  were  rejected. 

A  case  in  point  came  before  the  college  in  May  last,  that  of  a  gentle- 
man, the  bearer  of  a  diploma  from  the  college  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh, 
who  had  practiced  medicine  successfully,  for  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  in  the  adjoining  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  for  some 
time  in  Upper  Canada.  That  gentleman  claimed  and  demanded  his  right 
to  a  license  without  examination  ;  and  a  lengthy  correspondence  ensued 
between  him  and  the  president  on  the  subject  which  accompanies  this 
report. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  president  thought  proper  to  consult 
counsel,  which  he  did  at  his  personal  expense ;  and  the  joint  opinion 
of  Fred.  Andrews,  Q.C.,  and  J.  B.  Parkin,  Q.C.,  Esquires,  and  gen- 
tlemen eminent  for  their  legal  acquirements,  affirmed,  in  positive  terms, 
the  right  of  the  bearer  of  the  diploma  to  license  without  examination. 
The  board,  therefore,  as  on  several  former  occasions,  (among  which,  that  of 
Dr.  Blatherwick,  a  member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  London,  will  be 
remembered,)  granted  a  license  to  Dr.  Anderson  without  examination, 
the  oath  having  been  administered  by  the  president  in  the  usual  manner 
in  presence  of  the  board. 

By  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  tenth  of  October,  1854,  it  will  be 
seen  that  Mr.  Jas.  Martin  presented  diplomas  from  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons of  Edinburgh  as  Doctor  in  surgery,  pharmacy  and  midwifery,  and 
demanded  a  license  thereon  without  examination ;  Mr.  B.  Cole  having 
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done  the  same,  on  the  6th  May  previously  :  when  the  board  decided  una- 
nimously in  both  cases,  that  they  would  require  to  submit  to  an  ex:!mi- 
nation  in  medicine  only,  which  they  declined  to  do.  On  the  8th  May 
1855,  it  having  been  reported  to  the  college  that  Messrs.  Martin  and 
Cole  were  practising  medicine  in  Quebec  without  license  it  was  resolved 
that  "  they  should  both  be  prosecuted,"  Dr.  Sewell  only  dissenting.  The 
president  in  consequence,  communicated  with  Mr.  Martin  on  the  subject, 
and  that  gentleman,  insisting  on  his  right  to  license  without  examination, 
expressed  his  readiness  to  defend  an  amicable  action  with  the  college,  to 
test  the  question  of  legal  right ;  when,  after  taking  legal  advice,  it  was 
decided  not  to  take  proceedings,  as  the  college  must  fail  in  its  action.  If 
after  these  proceedings,  and  the  legal  written  opinions  now  before  the  col- 
lege, it  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  still  any  doubt  upon  the  subject,  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  to  test  the  question  by  an  amicable  action,  in  the 
first  case  that  presents  itself  to  the  college. 

Since  the  last  triennial  meeting  your  board  has  to  lament  the  loss  of 
three  of  its  active  and  influential  members.  The  death  of  Dr.  Fremont, 
of  Quebec,  a  past  president  and  a  governor  of  the  college,  one  of  the 
original  members,  and  that  of  Dr.  Glines,  of  Compton,  E.  T.,  also  an  intelli- 
gent and  efficient  governor,  was  announced  at  the  May  meeting  of  1863. 
The  former  died  at  sea,  on  board  of  the  mail  steamer  Bohemian,  at  the 
latter  end  of  December  1862,  on  his  passage  home  from  England,  where  he 
had  been  for  the  benefit  of  his  health;  and  the  latter  in  the  bossom  of  his 
family  at  home,  surrounded  by  mourning  friends. 

At  the  last  May  meeting  the  sad  announcement  of  the  death  of  the 
efficient  and  popular  registrar  and  treasurer  of  the  college,  Dr.  T.  "W.  Jones, 
was  made.  This  gentleman  had  filled  the  important  and  responsible  office 
of  registrar  and  reasurer  of  the  college  during  four  successive  terms,  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  college.  These  gentlemen  had  been  in  de- 
clining health  for  some  time  previous  to  their  decease,  but  they  all  literally 
died  in  harness,  having  respectively  assisted  at  the  meetings  of  the  college 
preceding  their  decease. 

Appropriate  expressions  of  regret  and  condolence  were  adopted  by  the 
college  in  each  case,  and  copies  were  transmitted  to  their  respective  families. 
The  unavoidable  length  of  this  report  will  not  permit  any  extended 
notice  of  the  undivided  claims  of  these  gentlemen  upon  the  grateful  re- 
collection of  the  college,  which  will  outlive  the  present  generation,  and 
perchance — be  kindly  remembered  by  the  next. 

The  vacancy  in  the  board  of  governors  occasioned  by  the  lamented 
death  of  Dr.  Fremont,  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Dr.  James  A.  Sewell, 
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of  Quebec  ;  that  of  Dr.  Glines,  of  Conipton,  by  Dr.  E.  Worthington  of 
Shorbrookc,  E.  T.,  and  that  of  Dr.  Jones,  by  Dr.  Smallwood,  of  Montreal, 
which  hitter  gentleman's  seat  for  the  district  of  Montreal  had 
become  vacant  by  his  removal  into  the  city;  and,  his  place  in  the 
district  was  filled  by  Dr.  Dufresne,  of  Laprarie.  Dr.  Johnson,  of  Sher- 
brooke,  having  resigned  his  seat  as  a  governor  of  the  college,  it  was  accep- 
ted in  October  18G3,  and  Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Melbourne,  was  unanimously 
elected  to  fill  the  vacant  seat  for  the  unexpired  term  of  office. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  proceedings  of  the  college 
since  its  foundation,  that  it  has  exercised  an  amount  of  public  and  profes- 
sional usefulness  commensurate  with  the  importantcharactcrof  itshigh  and 
honourable  trust.  It  has  unmis-takably  attained  a  dignified  and  perma- 
nent existence  among  the  scientific  institutions  of  the  country,  notwith- 
standing the  numerous  attacks  upon  its  management,  both  open  and  covert, 
of  the  most  hostile  and  factious  character  tliat  have  been  made.  Among 
the  circumstances  that  establish  this  fact,  is  the  large  accession  of  new 
members  that  has  taken  place  within  the  past  three  years.  In  the  trien- 
nial report  of  1859  the  indiiference  of  the  medical  profession  to  avail  itself 
of  the  advantages  of  becoming  active  members  of  the  college  is  alluded  to 
as  follows,  "only  two  new  members  have  enrolled  their  names  among 
the  members  during  the  i:)ast  three  years."  During  the  next  triennis,  three 
new  members  only,  (making  in  all  five,)  had  inscribed  their  names  since 
the  foundation ;  whereas  an  accession  of  twenty  one  new-members  has 
taken  place  during  the  past  three  years,  and  a  number  of  candidates 
await  your  vote  this  day  for  membership. 

The  annexed  table  has  been  prepared  to  exhibit  the  comparative  results 
of  the  examinations  of  the  college  during  the  six  triennial  periods  of  its 
existence;  and  shows  that  during  the  first  triennial  period  from  1849  to 
1850,  of  sixty  four  (64)  persons  who  presented  themselves  for  examination 
for  the  provincial  license,  thirty-five  (35),  or  more  than  one-half  were  re- 
manded to  their  studies;  whereas,  during  the  three  years  ending  1865, 
out  of  sixty-five  examined,  sixteen  (16)  only  were  rejected,  or  less  than 
one-fourth.  By  reference  to  the  same  table  it  will  also  be  seen,  that  the 
business  of  the  college  has  been  very  considerable,  and,  has  progressively 
increased  every  year.  A  mere  glance  at  the  figures  might  discredit  this 
statement  without  explaining  the  fact,  that  of  forty-four  (44)  graduates 
or  persons  who  obtained  licenses  during  the  first  triennial  period,  a  large 
number  were  persons  who  were  the  bearers  of  American  diplomas,  who 
had  been  in  practice  in  Lower  Canada  for  a  number  of  years  before  the 
28th  July,  1847,  i.  e.  before  the  organization  of  the  college,  and,  who 
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were  entitled  to  license  by  applying  within  a  limited  time  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  14th  and  15th  Vic.  Chap.  15.  From  the  next  triennial 
period  however,  the  increase  has  been  regular  and  progressive ;  and  a  fact 
worthy  of  note  is,  that  apothecaries  have  recognized  their  changed  posi- 
tion under  the  Act  27th  and  2Sth  Vic.  Chap.  51.  by  voluntarily  coming 
before  the  college  for  preliminary  examination,  before  the  by-law  neces- 
sary to  enforce  the  same  legally,  has  been  adopted. 

All  that  is  now  required  for  the  public  safety  in  as  far  as  chemists, 
druggists  and  apothecaries  are  concerned,  is  a  "  bill  to  regulate  the  sale 
of  drugs  and  poisons,"  of  which  the  recent  deplorable  accidents  in  Quebec 
and  elsewhere  have  shewn  the  necessity.  A  committee  has  been  named 
by  the  college  to  bring  the  subject  before  Parliament,  and  to  carry  it 
through  the  legislature,  and  no  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  so  desir- 
able an  object  is  anticipated. 

An  invitation  to  the  College  to  send  delegates  to  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  to  be  held  in  Boston  on  the  6th  of  June  last,  and  two  follow- 
ing days,  was  received  by  the  president,  after  the  May  meeting,  at  too 
late  a  period  to  call  the  college  together  under  the  by-laws  to  act  upon 
it ;  and  a  printed  copy  of  the  invitation  was  therefore  sent  to  each  gov- 
ernor with  the  least  possible  delay,  by  the  secretaries.  Two  gentlemen 
from  the  District  of  Montreal  only,  Drs.  Foster  and  Brigham,  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  were  furnished  with  the  necessary  credentials,  and 
together  with  the  president  attended  the  meeting ;  and  they  have  to  ac- 
knowledge the  hospitality,  courtesy,  and  kind  attention,  not  only  of  the 
association  and  medical  profession,  but  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  also. 

By  reference  to  the  minutes  of  the  13th  July,  1853,  being  the 
triennial  meeting,  it  appears,  on  motion  of  Dr.  David,  seconded  by 
Dr.  R.  H.  Russell,  that  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  send  a  delegate, 
and  "  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  ascertain  whether  the  per- 
son so  attending,  can  take  his  seat  as  our  representative,  and  that 
the  president  elect  be  the  first  delegate  ;  and  afterwards  the  delegate  be 
chosen  by  the  board  of  governors."  No  further  record  appears  on 
the  minutes  on  this  subject;  but,  as  the  delegates  who  attended  the  last 
meeting  were  permitted  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  association, 
which  are  of  a  character  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  medical 
science,  it  is  respectfully  recommended  that  this  suggestion  be  acted  upon 
by  our  successors,  and  that  a  delegate  be  named  at  the  first  semi-an- 
nual meeting  as  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  at  Bal- 
timore on  the  second  Tuesday  in  3Iay  next,  being  the  same  day  as  the 
semi-annual  meeting  of  this  College. 
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The  following  is  a  tabular  view  of  the  first  six  triennial  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  College  with  the  results  of  the  examinations : 


Triennis  riiys.  &  Surg. 

Apothe.    Stud,  in  Mod. 

Stud,  in  riiarm. 

Tot  a 

Adm.  Rej.  Adm  Ilej   Adm.  Rej. 

Adm.  Rej. 

Adm. 

Rej. 

rotal. 

1st.        108 
1850        44  M.    D. 
lEx.  04     33 

4.  0             40.  8 

0.  0 

152. 

43. 

195. 

2nd.    1 
1853 

CI 

33  M. 
Ex.   28 

D. 
12 

2.  0 

1 
60.  10 

0.   0 

123.  22. 

145. 

3rd.        6  7 
1856        29  M. 

Ex.  38 

1 

D. 

7 

4.  0 

86.   11 

0.   0 

157.  18. 

175. 

4th. 
1859 

78 

26  M. 
Ex.  52 

D. 
9 

5.   1 

97.   12 

0.  0 

180.     22, 

202. 

5th. 
1862 

81 

23  M. 
Ex.  58 

D. 

7 

7.  0 

108.  19 

0.  0 

196.     36. 

222. 

6th. 
1865 

107 
42  M. 
Ex.  65 

D. 
16 

20.  2 

100.  12 

4.   2 

231.     32. 

2  63. 

502. 

80 

42.  3 

491.  72 

4.   2 

1039.   163. 

1202. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  large  number  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  two  (1202)  persons  have  submitted  to  the  requirements  of  the  col- 
lege, of  whom  one  hundred  and  sixty  three  (163)  have  been  rejected  during 
the  past  eighteen  years.  Within  the  past  three  years,  one  hundred  and 
seven  (107)  persons  have  obtained  licences  to  practice,  of  whom  forty  two 
(42)  were  graduates,  and  entitled  to  license  without  examination,  and 
sixteen  (16)  were  rejected. 

Within  the  last  three  years,  twenty-two  (22)  apothecaries  were 
examined,  and  two  (2)  rejected,  which  is  nearly  half  the  whole  number 
that  have  appeared  before  the  college  since  its  foundation  ;  being  forty- 
three  (43)  in  all.  One  hundred  and  twelve  (112)  candidates  for  the 
study  of  medecine  were  examined  during  the  same  period,  of  whom 
twelve  (12)  were  rejected  ;  and  six  (6)  for  the  study  of  Pharmacy,  of 
whom  two  were  rejected. 

Among  the  rejected  candidates  two  were  rejected  twice,  and  one  three 
times ;  which  contrasts  most  favourably  with  the  first  triennial  period, 
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when  one  was  rejected  five  times;  two,  four  times;  two,  three  times  ;  nine 
twice ;  and  twenty-one,  once. 

Much  inconvenience  having  resulted  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
president,  and  registrar  and  treasurer,  being  elected  from  extreme  ends 
of  the  province  ;  and  especially  during  the  past  three  years,  and  inas 
much  as  it  is  required  by  law,  that  "  the  president  shall  sign  all 
vouchers  for  the  payment  of  money,  and  shall  inspect  and  examine  the 
books  and  accounts  "  at  stated  periods,  and  at  any  other  time  "  that  he  may 
think  proper  to  do  so,"  it  is  suggested,  that  these  most  important  interests 
of  the  college  will  be  subserved  by  electing  these  officers  for  the  future, 
from  the  same  district,  or,  in  other  words,  alternately  from  the  districts 
of  Quebec  aud  Montreal. 

The  report  of  the  last  triennial  meeting  recommends  that  the  future  eon- 
vocations  of  the  college  be  held  alternately  in  Montreal  and  Quebec,  as  be- 
in"-  more  convenient  to  a  large  number  of  the  members  in  those  districts- 
and  the  subject  was  agitated  at  that  meeting;  aud  a  motion  to  hold  the 
nest  mectin*'-  at  Three  Rivers  was  adopted  after  considerable  discussion ; 
the  <^eneral  opinion  of  the  meeting  being,  that  the  independent  character 
of  the  college  would  be  best  maintained,  by  avoiding  the  chances  of  a 
sectional  preponderance  at  the  triennial  elections ;  and  that  some  place 
remote  from  the  large  cities  be  selected  as  a  sort  of  neutral  ground. 

At  the  last  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  college  its  attention  was  called 
by  the  secretary,  Dr.  Russell,  to  the  want  of  accommodation  and  conve- 
nience in  the  place  used  as  a  place  for  the  meetings  of  the  college,  in 
Montreal ;  which  contrasted  most  unfavourably  with  the  place  of  meeting 
in  Quebec,  where  the  doors  of  the  Laval  University  have  always  been 
open  to  the  college,  and  the  splendid  rooms  of  that  fine  institution  placed 
at  its  disposal  free  of  charge. 

It  was  then  suggested  that  as  the  funds  of  the  college  were  ample,  a 
more  convenient  place  for  its  future  meetings  should  be  procured  in 
Montreal  •  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  authorities  of  the  Laval  Univer- 
sity, was  carried  by  acclamation. 

The  secretary,  having  communicated  the  same  to  the  Reverend  Prin- 
cipal of  the  University,  it  elicited  the  following  gracious  reply  : 

Laval  University,  Quebec,  14tii  June,  1865.. 

R.  II.  Russell,  M.D. 

Secrcldnj,  College  of  Physicians  and  Suri^eona,  Lower  Canadu. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  evening  was  held  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council  of  tlie 
Laval   University,  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  May_,  in 
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which  3'ou  transmit  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  tlic  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  Lower  Canada,  thanking  the  authorities  of  the  Laval 
University  for  having  provided  apartments  for  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  during  the  past  few  years.  The  members  of  the  Council 
of  the  University  arc  grateful  for  this  expression  of  the  feeling  of  the 
College,  and  will  always  be  happy  to  render  any  assistance  to  an  institu- 
tion so  honourable  and  so  devoted,  as  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  Lower  Canada. 

Accept,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 
(Signed),  "  E.  A.  Tasciiereau,  Priest. 

R.  U.  L. 
Discordant  subjects  have  occasionally  agitated  the  board  during  the 
past  three  years,  probably  owing  to  the  rigid  interpretation  of  the  law  by 
the  president ;  but  the  good  feeling  and  good  sense  of  the  members  have 
on  all  occasions  prevailed,  and  ultimate  acquiescence  in  his  decisions  have 
been  the  happy  result. 

Tlie  importance  of  the  various  matters  treated  of  in  this  report  must 
be  the  apology  for  its  great  length ;  the  whole  being  nevertheless  respect;- 
fully  submitted. 

Three  Rivers,  12th  July,  1865. 

W.  Marsden,  M.D., 

President. 
R.  H.  Russell,  M.D.,Ed., 
Secretary  for  the  District  of  Quebec. 
Hector  Peltier,  M.D.,  Ed., 
Secretary  for  the  District  of  Montreal. 
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